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largest silk-mills are situated at Leninabad. There are other
silk-mills at Osh, Tashkent, Kokand, and Stalinabad, and
cotton-mills at Ashkabad, Ferghana, and Frunze.
Other industries include the manufacture of vegetable oil
from cotton seed, and agricultural and textile machinery at
Tashkent. Fruit-preserving, including fruit-canning on a
large scale (e.g., at Leninabad;3 tanning, leather and boot
manufacture, and various processes of the food industry are
carried on in several towns. In the Kirghiz Republic there
are large sugar factories (e.g., at Frunze; which utilize sugar-
beet gro\vn on local farms. At Ashkabad and Stalinabad
there are meat combines capable of dealing with the entire
cattle production of the Asiatic republics.
POPULATION
If Kazakhstan be included the population of the Asiatic
part of the U.S.S.R., an area ten times as large as that of
Germany, is 17,000,000.1 But, as in Egypt, without water
there can be no life, so that the greater part of this Immense
region is sparsely peopled, and there is a high density of
population only in the irrigated valleys of the south and
south-east.
Excluding Kazakhstan, about 14 per cent, of the population
is composed of Tadjiks, native farmers who form the remnants
of the ancient Iranian population of Central Asia. At
a later period in history the land was invaded by nomadic
Turkic tribes, Uzbeks, Turkmens, and Kirghiz peoples. The
Uzbeks to-day constitute about 50 per cent, of the entire
population. They represent a mixture of the aboriginal peoples
with Turkic stock. The Kirghiz people have remained as a
predominantly nomadic group until recent times. Apart
from the Tadjiks, who speak a language close to that spoken
to-day in Iran, all the nationalities speak languages belonging
to the Turkic group, and closely related to Turkish, as spoken
in Turkey.
Under the Soviet Government the territories of each of the
1 The four republics of Uzbekistan, Turkmenia, Tadjikistan, and
Kirghizia contain approximately eleven million inhabitants.